1. Ethics Course Sample Syllabus

PHI 1600.001: Introduction to Ethics
Fall/Spring Semester 20XX

Class Time:				 	Professor:
Contact information: 			 	Classroom:
Office Hours: 					Office:

Course Description
In this class, we will study the history of ethics by examining some of the main theories of Western ethics (utilitarianism, deontology, virtue or character ethics, feminism, and existentialism) as well as meta-ethical questions about the nature of the subject. Following and evaluating these arguments enhances your ability to think critically. Reading difficult texts like these improves your reading skills, and taking tests and answering reading questions increases your ability to analyze and clearly articulate positions. Overall, this experience should greatly improve your reading, writing, and thinking skills, as well as instill a sense of intellectual vitality and curiosity.

Texts 
Purchase the following books in the edition with the ISBN’s listed below (you can search Amazon by ISBN) and bring the book we’re discussing to class every day we’re discussing it. We will be citing and reading from them in class. I have looked for the least expensive, reliable editions of each.
Five Dialogues, 2nd ed.				Plato		ISBN 9780872206335
Nicomachean Ethics, 2nd ed.				Aristotle	ISBN 9780872204645
Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, 3rd ed.	Kant 		ISBN 9780872201668
Utilitarianism, 2nd ed.				Mill		ISBN 9780872206052
In a Different Voice					Gilligan 	ISBN 9780674970960
Existentialism Is a Humanism 			Sartre 		ISBN 9780300115468
Introducing Ethics: A Beginner’s Guide Through Six Major Thinkers	Braver	ISBN 9781647922719

Notes
1. This is an introductory course. No specific knowledge is required for you to do well, and I and your T.A. will work hard to help you flourish in it. However, philosophy is not an easy discipline. The ideas are complex, the readings challenging. Some of the texts in this class will likely be among the most demanding you have or will ever read. They require slow, attentive, and repeated readings, and the lectures only help if you pay close attention and have already done the reading carefully.
To succeed in this class, you need to complete all readings before class, reading them slowly and carefully. You should go over especially confusing passages multiple times, taking notes on the readings and any thoughts or questions that strike you as you reflect. The purpose of class time is to further and deepen the knowledge, concepts, and skills from the readings—not just repeat what is contained there. Two helpful resources are available to download as PDFs from the Hackett Publishing website: a one-page handout on study skills and behaviors of top students (https://www.hackettpublishing.com/pdfs/top-behaviors-of-successful-students.pdf) and an 18-page PDF providing 101 tips for effective study skills and note-taking (https://www.hackettpublishing.com/pdfs/101-Study-Tips.pdf).
2. Scientists have proven conclusively that humans are much worse at multitasking than we think we are. The data show that dividing attention by doing one thing—texting, watching videos, surfing the web—while doing something else—say, listening to a philosophy lecture or reading—severely compromises what we get out of it and what we will keep from it, even if we feel like we’re absorbing it perfectly well. Maintaining sustained focus yields some of the truly great experiences that life has to offer, yet it is discouraged by contemporary life on all sides. It is essential for high-level reading, writing, and thinking but, like all skills, it requires practice.
Multiple scientific studies show that the use of electronic devices, even just to take notes, worsens the academic performance of both users and students around them by as much as one and a half letter grades. For specific studies, see goo.gl/EipPh5; goo.gl/o3W23k; goo.gl/npFvbv; goo.gl/gyaiVT; and goo.gl/SGJXRU; for summaries, see https://nyti.ms/2hVxlzm; goo.gl/sHKxEW; and goo.gl/JBXfsd. It may really feel like using a computer or tablet in class helps, but the scientific consensus is clear: students learn less and get worse grades when they use them. Please try going without. It is part of modern etiquette to turn off and/or completely silence all devices such as phones before class begins. Please arrive on time and remain in the classroom for the entire period; people coming in and out distract and disrupt concentration. If you have a reason for using a phone or computer or arriving late or leaving early, please talk to me before that class so we can make arrangements.
3. Your school has lots of student success resources—use them! You pay for these services through your tuition and they can increase your chances of success in this course and in college generally. Here is useful information about some of the most relevant resources for this course [list the names, email addresses, phone numbers, and/or website addresses of Advising, Writing Assistance, Digital Media Assistance, Academic Counseling, Psychological Counseling].


Reading Schedule
I have assigned readings by week to maintain flexibility. You should read the entire assignment slowly and carefully at least twice for the first day they are assigned, and then reread the material at least once more afterward. They should make a lot more sense after our first class on them. I have kept the number of pages fairly short because these texts require and repay repeated, careful readings. Some weeks specify to reread certain pages—these rereadings are assigned, not just suggested. I reserve the right to make any changes to this schedule, including adding or removing sections and changing due dates of assignments, in order to accommodate the flow of the class and/or unexpected developments. Any such changes will be announced in class and online. Unless otherwise specified, always start reading with the first full paragraph and end with the last full paragraph on the assigned pages. Bring your book to class every day we’re discussing it.

Week 1	Plato pages 1–14

Week 2	Plato pages 1–20

Week 3	Mill pages 7–12, 15–21

Week 4	Mill pages 21–30

Week 5	Kant pages 2–3, 7–8

Week 6	Kant pages 2–3, 7–8, 11–15, 19

Week 7	Kant pages 14–15, 19, 23–25, 29–33

Week 8	Kant pages 32–39

Week 9	Aristotle pages 1–5 (skip chapter 6), 7–9 (chapter 7, through §16), 11–14, 16 (start with chapter 13, Introduction to the Virtues)–22, 38 (§§7–14), 40 (§22), 100 (§6)–101 (§2), 102 (§2), 113 (§6), 167–69 (§§1–14)	

Week 10	Aristotle pages 23–27 (chapters 6–7), 29–30 (chapter 9)

Week 11	Aristotle pages 91–92 (§§6–7), 93 (§§5–9), 97 (§7), 98–99 (§5)

Week 12	Gilligan pages ix–xxvii, 1–63

Week 13	Gilligan pages 64–105, 161–74

Week 14	Sartre pages 17–39

Week 15	Sartre pages 39–54 (the post-lecture discussion on pages 54–72 has some good stuff in it, though one questioner carries on for quite a while (pages 57–68))

Grade
Your grade for the class breaks down as follows:
1. Reading Questions: 20%. Each week’s reading has questions to be answered in a total of about 200–400 words per assignment before the classes on those readings. Answering these questions before class will help guide your reading and prepare you for lectures, discussions, and tests. A random ___ [number] out of the total will be graded[footnoteRef:1] on how well you demonstrate that you have read carefully and given thought to the issues raised. Your lowest Reading Question grade will be dropped. [1:  I usually grade 7–8 Reading Questions out of 11–12. This reduces the amount of grading while still encouraging students to do all of the assignments because they do not know which ones will get graded.] 

2. Two Reading Question Revisions: 5% each. You revise 2 of the Reading Questions responses that you turned in and that were graded based on the feedback you received on the original assignment. One of these Reading Questions must be from the first half of the semester (Questions #1–5) due by ____[time] on ____[date], and one from the second half (Questions #6–11) due by ____ on ____. In these revisions, you are to correct, expand, and develop the ideas in the original, increasing the word count to 800–1,000. You are expected to reread the text it is on, think through the ideas at a more sophisticated level, correct any and all errors, and add more of your own thoughts. Each Revision must connect the ideas and theories to contemporary life, either situations in your personal life or contemporary world events or issues.
3. Two Exams: 20% each. You will choose 4 out of 5 questions to give paragraph-length answers to during our scheduled class period ____ in our classroom at ____[time] on ____[date] and ____[date].
4. Final Exam: 30%. You will choose 5 out of 6 questions to give paragraph-length answers to on ____[date] from ____-____[time]. The final exam will have the same basic structure as the other exams, but with more questions and the questions will be a bit longer. The final exam will be cumulative.

