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Applied Epistemology
[Course Prefix]

Instructor:
Office:
Phone:
Email:

Course Description
Applied epistemology is the philosophical study of how knowledge is produced, transmitted and received in the specific contexts in which we need knowledge for practical purposes.  In this course you will learn how to apply the theories and concepts of epistemology to resolve problems that arise in everyday life.  How and when do we acquire knowledge from the testimony of another person?  When should we trust experts?  How should we respond to disagreement with our peers?  Does cognitive bias inhibit our pursuit of knowledge?  Can artificial intelligence help us to make scientific progress?  These are some of the questions that we will explore in this course.

Learner Outcomes
· Identify epistemological problems that arise in daily life and understand the practical significance of these problems.
· Explain theoretical principles of epistemology and apply these principles to specific cases.
· Analyze the way in which psychological, social, economic and political realities are related to principles and values of knowledge.

Required Text
Barnes, Gordon. 2025. Applied Epistemology: An Introduction. Indianapolis: Hackett.

[In addition, the following assigned readings can be made available online.]
Kenyon, Tim. 2013. “The Informational Richness of Testimonial Contexts.” Philosophical Quarterly 63, no. 250: 58-80.
Shieber, Joseph. 2012. “Against Credibility.” Australasian Journal of Philosophy 90, no. 1: 1-18.
Grundmann, Thomas. 2021. “Facing Epistemic Authorities: Where Democratic Ideals and Critical Thinking Mislead Cognition”. In Sven Bernecker, Amy K. Flowerree & Thomas Grundmann, The Epistemology of Fake News. New York, NY: Oxford.
Contessa, Gabriele. 2023. “It Takes a Village to Trust Science: Towards a (Thoroughly) Social Approach to Public Trust in Science.” Erkenntnis 88, no. 7: 2941-2966.
Carter, J. Adam. (2018). “On Behalf of Controversial View Agnosticism”. European Journal of Philosophy 26, no. 4:1358-1370.
Hallsson, Bjorn G. and Klemens Kappel. 2020. “Disagreement and the Division of Epistemic Labor.” Synthese 197, no. 7: 2823-2847.
Ballantyne, Nathan. 2015. “Debunking Biased Thinkers (Including Ourselves)”. Journal of the American Philosophical Association : 141-162.
Carter, J. Adam & McKenna, Robin. (2020). “Skepticism Motivated: On the Skeptical Import of Motivated Reasoning”. Canadian Journal of Philosophy 50, no. 6:702-718.
Worsnip, Alex. 2018. “The Obligation to Diversify One’s Sources: Against Epistemic Partisanship in the Consumption of News Media”. In Joe Saunders & Carl Fox, Media Ethics, Free Speech and the Requirements of Democracy. New York: Routledge: 240-264.
Begby, Endre. 2022. “From belief polarization to echo chambers: A rationalizing account”. Episteme 21, no. 2 :519-539.
Godber, Amelia & Gloria Origgi. 2023. “Telling Propaganda from Legitimate Political Persuasion”. Episteme 20, no. 3: 778-797.
Blake-Turner, Christopher.  2020. “Fake News, Relevant Alternatives, and the Degradation of Our Epistemic Environment.” Inquiry: 1-21.
Durán, Juan Manuel & Jongsma, Karin Rolanda. 2021. “Who is Afraid of Black Box Algorithms? On the Epistemological and Ethical Basis of Trust in Medical AI”. Journal of Medical Ethics 47, no. 5: 329–335.
Koskinen, Inkeri. 2024. “We Have No Satisfactory Social Epistemology of AI-Based Science”. Social Epistemology 38, no. 4: 458-475.
Worsnip, Alex. 2021. “The Skeptic and the Climate Change Skeptic”. In Michael Hannon & Jeroen de Ridder, The Routledge Handbook of Political Epistemology. New York: Routledge.
Harris, Keith. 2023. “Conspiracy Theories, Populism, and Epistemic Autonomy”. Journal of the American Philosophical Association 9, no. 1 :21-36.

Attendance policy
[Add attendance policy here.]

Technology policy
[Add technology policy here.]

Assignments and Grades
[Add grading scale here.]

Late assignment policy
[Add late assignment policy here.]

Academic dishonesty
[Add university’s academic dishonesty policy here.]

University Writing Center
[Add information about the writing center here.]

Diversity statement
[Add university’s diversity statement here.]

Disability support
[Add information for accessing disability services here.]

Sexual harassment
[Add university’s sexual harassment policy and relevant contact information here.]

Course Schedule
Week 1: Trusting Others -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology, x – xiv, 1-15, “Can We Trust Ancient Historical Accounts?”, and How Did Theranos’ Holmes Fool So Many People?”
Week 2: Trusting Others -- Kenyon, “The Informational Richness of Testimonial Contexts”; Shieber, “Against Credibility,” and Barnes, Applied Epistemology 16-26.

Week 3: Deferring to Experts -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 29-39, Grundmann, “Facing Epistemic Authorities,” and “Smoking: A Retrospective on the Discovery of the Link between Cigarettes and Lung Cancer”.
Week 4: Deferring to Experts -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 40-55, Contessa, “It Takes a Village to Trust Science,” and “Remembering Alice Stewart”.
Week 5: Responding to Disagreement -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 58-70, “Debate: Gun Control in the United States,” and Carter, “On Behalf of Controversial View Agnosticism”.
Week 6: Responding to Disagreement -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 71-81, “How are the Brains of Liberals and Conservatives Different?”, and Hallsson and Kappel, “Disagreement and the Division of Epistemic Labor”. 
Week 7: Acknowledging Bias - Barnes, Applied Epistemology 84-94, “List of Cognitive Biases,” “Trapped by a Mindset: The Iraq WMD Intelligence Failure”.
Week 8: Acknowledging Bias - Barnes, Applied Epistemology 95-108, Ballantyne, “Debunking Biased Thinkers (Including Ourselves)”, and Carter and McKenna, “Skepticism Motivated: On the Skeptical Import of Motivated Reasoning”. 
Week 9: The Threat of Polarization -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 111-123, “New Consumers are More Influenced by Political Alignment than by Truth,” and Worsnip, “The Obligation to Diversify One’s Sources: Against Epistemic Partisanship in the Consumption of News Media”. 
Week 10: The Threat of Polarization -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 124-134, “Misperception is Reality: The Psychology of Political Polarization in the United States”, and Begby “From belief polarization to echo chambers: A rationalizing account”. 
Week 11: Propaganda, Nudging and Big Data -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 137-147, Blake Turner, “Fake News, Relevant Alternatives, and the Degradation of Our Epistemic Environment”, and Barnes, Applied Epistemology 148-159.
Week 12: Artificial Intelligence and Human Understanding -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 162-179, and Koskinen “We Have No Satisfactory Social Epistemology of AI-Based Science”.
Week 13: Thinking about Conspiracy Theories -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 181-191, Keith Harris, “Conspiracy Theories, Populism, and Epistemic Autonomy”, and “The Epstein Conspiracy is the Horror Story of Our Age”.
Week 14: Thinking about Conspiracy Theories -- Barnes, Applied Epistemology 192-206, and Worsnip, “The Skeptic and the Climate Change Skeptic”.




