
DON’T FORGET YOUR 

TICKET STUB AND 

PROGRAM. 

Not being able to 

produce a ticket stub 

and/or a program is a 

signal that you either 

did not attend the 

production or that you 

possibly snuck in 

without proper 

admission. 

Experiencing 
Theatre

presents 

How To Be a 
Good 

Audience 
Member 

An 
Immersion 

for Watchers

Performed by both you and your 
classmates at various times 



In-Class Exercise 

Your instructor will give you guidelines for 
this exercise, which is intended to help 

reinforce good audience behavior. 

As patrons of the theatre, we are a 
valuable part of the production process.  

Remember, the audience is one of the four 
components that make theatre happen.  

Therefore, it is our responsibility to make 
the productions we see enjoyable for 

ourselves and those around us. 

Sadly, we witness poor audience 
behaviors all of the time which take away 
from our ability to enjoy the performances 

we watch. 

HERE ARE A FEW BEHAVIORS THAT 
ARE CONSIDERED TO BE 

UNACCEPTABLE: 

- Arriving late and expecting to be seated 

- Leaving early (which includes leaving 
during the curtain call – the curtain call is 
part of the production and it is rude to not 
give actors the recognition they deserve) 

- Using a Cell-phone for ANY reason. 
Talking on the phone, texting, playing 
games, even checking the time is 
incredibly distracting to not only the 
performers but ALSO the people sitting 
around you. 

- “Making out” – really, this has happened… 

- Talking. 

- Rustling paper/programs 

- Eating or drinking.  Food and drink are 
not usually permitted.  Any beverages or 
food purchased prior to the show or 
during intermission must be consumed 
or thrown away before entering the 
theatre. 

- While we love kids, bringing an infant or 
small child can be distracting and 
disruptive. 

Consider the behaviors that bother you or 
distract you when you are in class or 

trying to watch a movie, and do your part 
to eliminate these bad behaviors.  Use 
your head and be considerate to the 

performers and other audience members 
who have paid for their tickets.   

Tips to Enhance Your Theatre-Going 

Experience 

- Check your tickets well in advance 
to make sure they are for the 
correct day and time 

- Arrive EARLY and explore the 
Lobby Display.  It is necessary for 
your paper and may provide 
valuable information that will 
enhance your enjoyment of the 
performance. 

- Be polite to the House Manager 
and the Ushers.  Remember they 
are just doing their jobs, so if they 
ask you to do something, please do 
so. 

- Review the prompt of your 
performance response essay and 
keep an eye out for things that will 
help you. 

- Be observant.  Pay attention to 
production details like lighting, 
sound, and the more obvious 
elements like set and costumes. 

- Listen carefully and give the 
performers the benefit of the doubt. 
If characters behave in ways 
unfamiliar or humorous to you, 
consider how difficult it is to 
perform in front of a crowd.  Ask 
yourself, “Could I do what they are 
doing?” 

- Relax and enjoy what is being given 
to you.  Being resistant or having a 
poor attitude only ends up with 
you having a terrible experience. 




